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LIFE can be strange. Malaysians everywhere were waiting with bated
breath for our Örst Olympic gold medal to come from Datuk Lee Chong
Wei and other sportsmen and women, especially in badminton.

The unlikely duo of Goh V Shem and Tan Wee Kiong, and mixed doubles
pair Chan Peng Soon and Goh Liu Ying gave us a glimmer of hope that our
Örst elusive gold would be coming from them.

And, where did our Örst gold come from? Actually, it was three golds.
From our Paralympian gladiators, no less sportsmen in the guise of
Mohamad Ridzuan Mohamad Puzi, Muhammad Ziyad Zolke×i and Abdul
Latif Romly in athletics. They have proved that they, too, can conquer the
world.

We were bursting with pride when we heard NegaraKu being played on
the world stage, and listening and reading what foreign commentators
had to say about our world conquerors, our athletes. Watching their
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reactions brought tears to our eyes as they proudly sang NegaraKu.

What this indicates is that our fellow special citizens have earned their
place in society.

No longer will they be considered a mere footnote or given ×eeting or
cursory notice.

Employment opportunities should be offered to them and facilities in
buildings and transport should make their needs a priority.

They have proved themselves on the world stage and they are equal to or
even better than able-bodied citizens.

Therefore, recognition should be given to them and their capabilities.
They have talents or skills that surpass the best of our abilities.

My hope is that there will be a special law to take care of their needs,
with severe punishment meted out to anyone who exploits or ill-treats
them.

There should be schools to groom their skills and talents. I hope it is not
too late for the 2017 Budget to address the Önancial needs of our special
citizens.

To everyone who had worked behind the scenes to motivate and enable
our athletes to bring home the gold medals, thank you very much.

Megat Shah Rizal Noor Ikhsan,  Kuala Lumpur
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AMERICAN neo-noir movie The Usual Suspects airs tonight
on Cinemax at 11pm. This 1995 mystery crime thriller
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SUNGAI PETANI: A 22-year-old woman changed her plea to
not guilty at the Sessions Court here today over causing the
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Third typhoon of the month hits Taiwan, 32
injured (/news/2016/09/176413/third-
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TAIPEI: Strong wind and rain lashed Taiwan on Tuesday as
the third typhoon to hit the island this month made
landfall, injuring more than 30 people, ripping signs oⴠ〠
buildings and knocking down trees.
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Rehda to hold expositions in Oct, including
first Bumiputera Mapex
(/news/2016/09/176411/rehda-hold-
expositions-oct-including-first-bumiputera-
mapex)
KUALA LUMPUR: The Real Estate and Housing Developers'
Association (Rehda) will be organising two property
expositions (Mapex) which include Bumiputera Mapex and
national Mapex this Oct to assist developers in driving sales
and buyers to get their dream homes.
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