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IAM heartened to finally see some real effort by the government to

understand the issues plaguing the citizens of Malaysia on the untenable
rise in the cost of living.
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| hope the formation of the high-level committee chaired by the deputy
prime minister will go a long way towards coming out with concrete long-
term solutions to stem this seemingly unabated increase in costs and
expenses.

| hope that efforts are made to reduce our dependence on imports that

puts us at the mercy of the rigours of the foreign exchange. ALISTAIR EDWARDS
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There should be strong willpower at all levels of the government, be it local,
state or federal, to encourage growth of community farming. This practice
seems successful in Australia and some parts of Europe. It encourages
community living, where urban and suburban dwellers are given small plots
to farm produce that may be used to cultivate local produce.
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There are many small plots of vacant lots that may be ideal for this purpose. alistair-edwards-jdts-sports-director)
At the same time as well, there is a need to have better understanding and
control of the supply chain, since it is not enough to just have local end
products when there is still huge dependency on imports of fertilisers,

pesticides, animal feed and so forth.

Johor FA appoints Alistair Edwards as JDT's
sports director (/news/2016/01/121547/johor-
fa-appoints-alistair-edwards-jdts-sports-

director)
There must also be a healthy growth of supporting or supplementary

products. These products must be competitively priced to ensure they are
not monopolised.

KUALA LUMPUR: The Johor FA has appointed their former
player, Alistair Edwards of Australia, as Johor Darul Ta’zim’s
(JDT) sports director with immediate effect, starting
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There needs to be some concerted effort by the government to equally
manage its costs and expenses effectively. It needs to demonstrate that it,
too, is tightening its belts, and whatever savings from this exercise will be
channelled to the people in various forms to temporarily provide
assistance.

This is an opportune time for the government to find a long-term
sustainable solution to bring overall costs down. Any measures employed
should not look at short-term and temporary solutions alone.

Other countries such as Australia and recently Singapore are showing that
bringing costs down is not an impossibility.

Being the stalwarts of the government with the DPM leading the way, the
people hope to see some concrete action where their interests are truly
taken to heart.

n MEGAT SHAH RIZAL NOOR IKHSAN,Kuala Lumpur

1reads

ONLINE

RECOMMENDED

& e
Djokovic 'at level never
seen before', says
Nadal

://www.nst.com.my/news/2016/01/121389/djokovic-level-never-seen-
G says-nadal?m=1)
2 (http://www.nst.com.my/news/2016/01/121511/no-
winner-us-lottery-draw-jackpot-swells-us13-billion?
i m=1)
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Kakao to acquire S.Korea's top music
streaming operator for US$1.6bil
(/news/2016/01/121606/kakao-acquire-
skoreas-top-music-streaming-operator-
us16bil)

SEOUL: Chat app operator Kakao Corp said on Monday it will
buy control of South Korea’s top music streaming service
provider Loen Entertainment Inc for 1.9 trillion won ($1.57
billion), in another push to find new revenue streams.
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Muallim is now Perak's 11th district
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TANJUNG MALIM: The Sultan of Perak Sultan Nazrin
Muizzuddin Shah has officially proclaimed Muallim as the
11th district in Perak at a special function here today.
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NEW YORK: Thousands of New Yorkers thought it was a hot
thing Sunday to strip to their underwear during winter and
ride on public transportation, along with pantless crowds in
about 60 countries.
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'MMC sets sail for consolidation mode'
(/news/2016/01/121571/mmc-sets-sail-
consolidation-mode)

KUALA LUMPUR: Diversified group MMC Corp Bhd, which is
acquiring port operator NCB Holdings Bhd, is consolidating
allits ports businesses to become one of the largest port
operators in Asia.
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